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EDITORIAL 


Welcome once again to another issue of the Top Six 
Series magazine. Interest in Australian football at this 
moment, with the NSL finals in progress and our 
participation in the World Youth Cup, is at an all time high 
- and it should be the object of everyone involved with 
the game to keep it that way. 

Juast around the corner are the visits of West Ham 
United and the full Ghana international side. Both tours 
will create even more interest in the sport at a time when 
it traditionally goes into winter hibernation. The challenge 
between the new NSL champions and their Japanese 
coutnerparis scheduled for June is just another excxiting 
milestone in football. 

But the message that comes across loud and clear is 
that the public wants to see top football, the best action 
that can be provided. That is why this Top Six series is 
vital to the promotion of the game. 

Incredibly, there are those who still moot for a return to 
the first-past-the-post system and while there are 
countless arguments for that style of championship one 
of them is not the fact that it would incraese the public 
profile. 

If the public want top class action then it is the duty of 
the game to provide it, and you are surely voting on your 
feet with the attendances experienced so far at this 
year's finals. The fans are the people who have to pay 
hard earned cash through the turnstile to support your 
team - and the fact that attendances at finals' games are 
substantially bigger than the average NSL match is 
further proof, if any is needed, that it is a format that the 
majority of the football-watching publing are willing to 
support. 

There is a growing trend within the game which wants 
to acknowledge the wishes of the fans with the old adage 
of “what do the fans know about the game" just about an 
achronism. In today's age of high tech marketing the 
opinion: of the fan is vital to the very future of the game — 
and that is good news for the thousands of supporters 
who, up until now, have been largely ignored. 

More good news is that plans are also advanced to 
bring you a weekly copy of this magazine right the way 
through next season and judging by the response to the 
new weekly format of the Top Six Series then its 
successor, Football Weekly, will be a hit also. In the 
meantime — enjoy the football. 

Bruce Campbell 
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All the pasion of the big Grand Final day — traditionally the highlight of the SBS's NSL coverage. 


Bringing the 
round ball game 
back home 


ONE OF THE REASONS for the 
phenomenal growth in popularity of 
soccer amongst Australia's children is 
SBS Television. 

Once regarded as purely an ethnic 
station it has developed a football 
coverage which is unparalleled in any 
other sport by any other station in 
Australia. 

As a result Australia's kids have 
been brought up on a staple diet of 
AC Milan, Manchester United and 
Liverpool. 

The result is seen in any city street 
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where Australia's now generation 
freely wear European club shirts and 
contribute to football being the most 
played team sport in Australia. 

SBS's comprehensive screening of 
the world game has rightly been 
acknowledged overseas also and 
today SBS is almost universally 
recognised as the ‘soccer station’. 

And it also staged something of a 
coup when it scooped the rights for 
the World Cup and FA Cup from 
under the noses of the so-called ‘big 
boys’, the commercial channels. 


But for the Artarmon-based station 
football is more than just the glamour 
ties, the big games and World Cup 
finals — it also provides a coverage of 
the NSL which is just superb. 

Live coverage of league matches, 
the highly topical On The Ball 
programme, Soccer On Monday and 
regular news item coverage give 
Aussie football fans a top class 
coverage. 

That, however, hasn't met with 
universal approval - as SBS TV's 
Mike Tomalaris relates: "A lot of the 


NSL clubs have complained about the 
live coverage because it affects their 
gates. 

"My personal opinion, and this isn't 
one that is the official station view, is 
that I would like to see live football on 
a Saturday night with only one match 
played. 

"I also think that it has to be 
‘blacked out’ in the city where it is 
being played so that it doesn't affect 
match attendances. : 

"Also on a Saturday night you could 
get together with friends, have a 
couple of beers while watching the 
game and kick on a bit." 

In his seven years at SBS Mike 
Tomalaris has had a chance to 
develop skills that he could never 
have done at a commercial station. 

Involved in writing, producing, 
reporting, presenting as well as 
commentating he shares that same 
passion that seems to be common 
amongst the station's entire football 
crew: 

"I just love it," he says. 

"I love coming in to work, I love 
going to the games and I love 
commentating on the matches. 

“At commercial stations you are 
spoon—fed but because we work with 
a smaller staff then we get much more 
opportunity to do everything. 

"T've learned so much at SBS. We're 
not in the business of glamour but 
there is so much self satisfaction 
working here." 

In his time with the ‘soccer station’ 
Mike has also picked up a preference 
for interviewing some players rather 
than others, the players who will give 
him the ‘grabs’ - the punch lines 
which make an interview interesting. 

"Some players take up to 45 seconds 
to give you a grab," he says, "and that 
is just too long. 

"We have to get them in 10 seconds 
to get that bite. 

"Tony Popovic was very nervous 
when he was first interviewed a few 
years ago but he has learned from that 
and is now like an old pro. 

"He knows what is required, he 
knows the ‘grabs’. 

"Some of the younger players are 
hard to interview because they um and 
ah so much, it just doesn't make good 
TV. 

"And there are others in the game 


whose accents are just so strong that it - 


is hard to get them speaking fluently 


COLOURFUL CHARACTER: Francis Awaritefe is at the top of the list 
when it comes to grabs — and is also a favourite with the girls .... 


enough. 

"They would probably make good 
print interviews but they don't come 
across too well on TV. 

"I tend to look for the person who I 
know will give a good grab. 

"Branko Culina, Zeljko Kalac - 
they're both very good. 

"Kevin Muscat is also getting a lot 
better and I think that Mark Viduka 
has improved a lot over a short period 
of time. 

"But Francis Awaritefe is just 
brilliant. The girls all love him. He's 
really got it all — he's got the looks, he 
is different, he's a good player — and 
he can score goals. 

"I think the South Melbourne blue 
also suits him very well - its a good 


colour combination! 

"Cyrille Ndongo—Keller is also very 
good, especially for someone whose 
native language is French. He is just a 
lovely human being." 

But when pressed to name a 
favourite Mike Tomalaris doesn't 
hesitate. 

"Paul Wade," he says, "he is just the 
best." 

And for the next couple of weeks 
the SBS crew will be working hard at 
bringing the best grabs — building up 
to the big day, the Grand Final itself 
when they will once again live up to 
their reputation as Australia's most 
outstanding sports channel with the 
round ball game once again the 
winner. 
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Angie Postecoglou is one of the new faces of Australian 
football, former player now returned to South 
Melbourne as assistant coach in their bid to bring back 


- Former Glories 


ONE FOR THE SCRAPBOOK: Peter Tsolakis, Angie Postecoglou, Joe Palatsides and Mike Petersen in a celebratory 
huddle after a Grand Final goal, scenes that the Blues are looking to be repeated. 


AUSTRALIA DOESN'T bring new 
coaches into the game - they just get 
off and on the existing merry go 
round. Or at least that is what we are 
all supposed to believe. 

Curiously enough of the six teams 
involved in the 1995 Top Six Series 
three of them have relative 
newcomers to the NSL coaching 
ranks; Harry Bingham at Morwell 
Falcons who was an in house 
graduate, Mirko Bazic who was 
brought from Croatia by the Knights 
and Branko Culina who replaced 
Manfred Schaefer at Sydney United 
this season with only a few NSL 
matches at Knights under his belt. 

And at two of the other clubs 'new 
boys! are being groomed under their 
mentors for eventual succession. 

At Adelaide City John Perin has 
almost completed his apprenticeship 
under Zoran Matic while South 
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Melbourne's Angie Postecoglou has 
another two seasons to serve as 
assistant before he is expected to take 
over from Frank Arok. 

That doesn't suggest any kind of in- 
bred closed doors policy, in fact quite 
the opposite. Maybe the so-called 
merry go round only exists in the 
mind of those who don't get the nod 
of approval. . 

In the case of Angie Postecoglou it 
is also one of former hero coming 
through the coaching ranks at the club 
which is almost indelibly inscribed on 
his heart. 

That is one of the most satisfying 
scenarios in football — former glory 
boy makes good as coach with the 
next chapter being taking the club 
back to former heights. 

Postecoglou is also one of the ‘new 
faces' of Australian football, a former 
quality player who has proven highly 


articulate as a football commentator — 
as his guest appearance on the Grand 

Final commentary team of last season 
proved. 

That is an area where this is still 
plenty of room for former players to 
make a contribution although it seems 
to be one which, strangely, the players 
themselves are unprepared for. 

The South Melbourne assistant 
coach found it an enjoyable 
experience, maybe even something of 
a contradiction. 

"It was good," he recalls, "although 
when I was a player I always used to 
knock the media a bit. 

"T always said how hard it was to 
play the game and then I found myself 
in the role of expert and criticising the 
players. 

"But I enjoyed it and felt very 
comfortable with it. 

"The media is part of the game and 


- —_—— 


anything to do with football I enjoy, 
whether it is commentating or 
coaching." 

Postecoglou also epitomises the sort 
of person that is sought in the ‘new 
breed’. 

But he is also astute enough to know 
that life in football is anything but 
simple and that the changes are as 
many as the deflections of the ball. 

When asked whether his year at 
South Melbourne as Frank Arok's 
assistant coach has been successful he 
just laughs. 

"It has certainly been an interesting 
one," he says with a gross sense of 
understatement. 

"It has also been an absolutely 
unbelievable one. 

"I played at the club for ten years 
but I've never known so many games 
where we have been down to ten men 
or nine men or when we have been 
two or three goals behind and had to 
fight back. 

"It really has been an incredible year 
and it has been an eye opener for me 
and one to store in the memory — and 
then hope that it is never repeated." 

In his decade plus at Middle Park, 
the former home of the Blues, 
Postecoglou tasted his share of the 
good times — but he also had a taste of 
the harder side of the game. 

But the down side hasn't detracted 
from something which he has targeted 
as his "ultimate aim" ~ to be coach of 
South Melbourne. 

When Frank Arok was brought 
south from Sydney the former St 
George icon had three mission 
statements; to win the championship, 
to sell a million dollar player; and to 
groom his successor. 

The amount of blistering young 
talent at the club would suggest that 
he may well realise both number one 
and two shortly while the third 
mission is probably easier, the one 
over which he has most control. 

In Postecoglou the club has a man 
whom everyone wants to see succeed 
Arok, and who better to learn the 
trade under than the former national 
coach who has won everything in the 
game and has nothing to prove to 
anyone? 

"That is my aim," admits Angie, 


."But it is a long process. 


"A club like South Melbourne is 
always to be going for the best in 
terms of players and coaches. 


Kevin Muscat is one of the new heros at South Melbourne now being coached 
by Angie Postecoglou, the former skipper 


"I still have to prove myself but 
Frank still has another two years of 
his contract to run. 

"The club will assess my 
performance after that time and decide 
whether they are comfortable with me 
taking over the job." 

In his time as a player at the club 
Angie Postecoglou turned out in 194 
NSL matches, just six short of the 
double century in a career which was 
cut short by injury. 

He came through the junior ranks, 
made his NSL debut at nineteen and 
also served as club skipper — the sort 
of background which is sure to earn 
respect from his peers. 

That respect is something which still 
exists within the current team, some 
of whom he played NSL football 
with. 

"I think that helps," he admits. 

"I get the respect form the players 
that an outsider wouldn't, or would 
maybe find difficult. 

"There is that obvious advantage of 
having been a player for ten years and 
everyone at the club knowing you." 


Postecoglou also quickly puts the 
case for local coaches pointing out the 
advantages. 

"South Melbourne could easily 
bring in a coach from overseas, 
someone who has a lot more 
experience," he says. 

"But no-one knows the club or the 
Australian scene like a player who has 
been here for ten years. 

“Australian football has to start 
bringing more and more local coaches 
through the coaching courses and, 
more importantly, putting them in 
those jobs where they are going to get 
that experience." 

Now the next experience that the 
29-year-old former player wants to 
share on the coaching field with his 
mentor Frank Arok is that of lifting 
the NSL Championship trophy - 
something he has already done as a 
player. 

And there are twenty thousand 
passionate South Melbourne fans who 
hope that Angie Postecoglou, former 
club skipper turned coach, gets his 

wish. 


NSL Top Six PAGE 7 


Sydney United Soccer Club 
would like to acknowledge the following companies for their 
tremendous support during the 1994/95 season. 


MAJOR SPONSOR 


BOKA 
<> ALUMINIUM 
WINDOWS 
| PTY. LTD. 


CORPORATE SPONSORS 
Taubmans Paints Puma 
Wonderland Travel 
SJP Formwork Solid Formwork 


ASSOCIATE SPONSORS 


Agile Kitchens 
Austral Bricks 
Blacktown Building Supplies 
Cefrank Engineering 
Corinthian Doors 
Cro-Link Transport 
Ilvan's Butchery 
Ivan Metalroof Pty Ltd 
Jade Homes 
Kaleva Constructions 
Krslovic Homes 
National Furniture 
Rositanos Furniture 
Statewide Office Furniture 
Sydney Pools & Spas 
T&J Smash Repairs 
The Architec group 
Steve Watt Constructions 
Western Toyota 
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WORLD YOUTH CUP hero Mark Viduka who, 
along with other key young players, has missed 
the early stages of the Top Six Series while away 
in Qatar with the Australian Youth team. 


er 


General 
Who 
Runs 
The 
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Some say that he was just an 
‘average’ player, some that 
he played better for his 
country than his club ... but 
this season Ante Moric has 
proven than he is at the hub 
of Sydney United, a 


ONE OF the ingredients 
behind the surge of form 
which took Sydney United 
to within a whisker of the 
League Premiership was 
the personal form of Ante 
Moric. 

In the early stages of the 
season the team were 
clearly struggling to put 
together any sort of 
consistency, often lacking 
that bite when the going got 
tough. 

But that changed. 

A few positional changes, 
a change in attitude by 
some of the players and all 
of sudden this team of so— 
called youngsters was no 
longer being written off as 
a bubble team — ready to 
burst when the going got 
really tough and unlikely to 
make the Top Six. 

Instead, they were being 
praised as one of the best 
playing football teams in 
Australia and the fact that 
most of their 'youngsters' 
were already veterans of 
two, three and even four 
NSL season was being 
quickly recognised. 

Ante Moric has played 
his part in that run, 
controlling the midfield and 
setting up attacks with an 
array of twenty and thirty 
yard passes that knife 
through the opposition. 

“At the start of the season 
some people were saying to 
me that they only way to 
get Ante to play well was to 
put a Green and Gold shirt 
under his United one," 
recalls United coach 
Branko Culina. 

"And there were times 
when I had problems with 
him, but when Ante is 
playing well you can really 
see the difference in this 
team. 

"Sydney United can't 
afford to see Ante Moric on 
the bench, he is just too 
valuable to the side in 
playing terms." 

This season the well- 
spoken Ante Moric has also 


had to combine his on-field 
duties with United with an 
off—field job at the 
Australian Soccer 
Federation. 

Coming out of an eight 
hour slog at the ASF's 
Rockdale HQ, particularly: 
at a time which is the most 
traumatic in the federation's 
history, is maybe not the 
best preparation for a 
training stint with the club 
he joined as a junior. 

"It isn't easy," says Ante. 

“But that is part of the 
game in Australia, there just 
isn't enough money to be 


_ able to live full time on 


football earnings. 

"And that is clearly his 
major personal ambition at 
the moment — other than 
seeing his club hoist the 
Championship trophy." 

When Australia hosted 
the World Youth 
Championships in 1993 
Ante Moric was regarded 
by many in the media as a 
peripheral player, one of 
those in the team but not 
really one who was 
assessed when game 
chances were being 
calculated. 

That was the media 
perception then — but it has 
certainly changed now. 

While some of the 'stars' 
of that glorious three weeks 
have since faded from the 
limelight Ante Moric has 
gone from strength to 
strength. 

These days he isn't seen 
as a grafter or a space— 
filler, he is seen as a 
‘valuable member of his 
side — and a fringe player 
for full Australian honours. 

That is a big transform— 
ation. 

- Last September he made 
his debut for Australia in a 
B international with the 
Malaysian Olympic team, a 
game which Australia won 
easily 3-0 and one in 
which club team-mate 
Tony Popovic made a 
scoring debut. 


His performance that 
night suggested a big future 
in Eddie Thomson's set-up 
and with the experience of 
a good NSL season behind 
him the player who 
celebrated his twenty first 
birthday a few days ago 
Seems set for bigger things. 

The only thing which 
might put a temporary halt 
on his aspirations is Ante's 
wish to play full time, with 
the only immediate option 
looking like an overseas 
move. 

That would be an 
ambition fulfilled but one 
which might put his 
international career in the 
Green and Gold on hold - 
for a while at least. 

"Moric is a big part of the 
club," says Culina. 

"He is one of the many 
very talented players who 
have through through the 
development scheme here. 

"Ante also benefitted 
from a spell at the 
Australian Institute of Sport 
and he is a very skillful 
player." 

But one thing which may 
see him, and others like 
him, stay in this country for 


Culina: rates his midfield schemer very highly 


the benefit of NSL fans is a 
growing movement to see 
the introduction of full time 
professionalism ~ sooner 
rather than later. 

It is a subject which is 
rumoured to be on the 
agenda of new ASF boss 
David Hill's five year plan 
but there are signs that the 
Clubs will beat him to it. 

Already it has been 
Seriously discussed at 
Marconi, Adelaide City and 


South Melbourne - the 
three big clubs of 
Australian football. 

And Sydney United are 
determined not to be left 
behind, especially in a year 
when they have achieved so 
much both on and off the 
park. 

"We are looking at that 
possibility," says Executive 
Director Mark Jukic. 

"Sydney United 
obviously isn't in the 
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position to go full time yet 
but we are looking at it as 
being a question of when 
rather than if. 

"Clubs in England can 
exist full time with gates a 
lot less than ours so it can 
be done, but there is a lot to 
be established before it can 
be realised yet." 

Currently Sydney United 
employ two of their players 
in a full time capacity - 
Zeljko Kalac and Tony 
Popovic who act as school 
development officers for 
the ambitious west Sydney 
outfit. 

But with both players the 
target of a flurry of transfer 
interest from overseas clubs 
Moric may yet find himself 
offered a full time option 
closer to home. 

That is something that 
would please Ante Moric's 
army of fans, especially 
those in the media who see 
the talented young 
midfielder as someone who 
has grown from ugly 
duckling into a blossoming 
talent who can dictate the 
pace of a game with just 
one of his scintillating 


passes. 


ee 


ase The Road to the! 


Australian Soccer 
Federation 


MAJOR SEMI FINAL 
(ist v 2nd) 
Two Legs 


GRAND FINAL 


ELIMINATION ELIMINATION 
SEMI FINAL SEMI FINAL 
(3rd v 5th) Two Legs (4th v 6th) Two Legs 


1st Leg (17th April) 
Adelaide City 1 
Melbourne Knights 0 


1st Leg (16th April) 1st Leg (15th April) 
West Adelaide 1 Morwell Falcons 0 
Sydney United 1 South Melbourne 1 


2nd Leg ( 23rd April) 
Melbourne Knights 1 
Adelaide City 2 


2nd Leg (23rd April) 2nd Leg (23rd April) 
Sydney United 1 South Melbourne 5 
West Adelaide 0 Morweil Falcons 1 


TRADE MARKS REGD. 


Adelaide City win 3-1 on 
aggregate 


Sydney United win 2-1 on South Melbourne win 6-1 
aggregate on aggregate 


MINOR SEMI FINAL 
(winners of Elimination Semi Finals) 


26th April 1995 
Sydney United v South Melbourne 
Venue: Marconi Stadium, Sydney 


PRELIMINARY FINAL 


30th April 1995 
Melbourne Knights v winner of Minor Semi 
Venue: Olympic Park, Melbourne 


GRAND FINAL 
Adelaide City v winner of Preliminary Final 


"COCA-COLA", “COKE", THE DYNAMIC RIBBON DEVICE, “ALWAYS” AND THE “ALWAYS” LOGG ARE TRADEMARKS OF THE COCA-COLA COMPANY 


3pm, 7th May 1995, 
Venue: Hindmarsh Stadium, Adelaide 
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MINOR SEMIFINAL. || PRELIMINARY FINAL 


Olympic Park, Melbourne 


= 


Marconi Stadium, Sydney 


MINOR SEMI FINAL 


ASF 


Australian Soccer 
Federation 


Coach: Branko Culina 


Wednesday 26 April 1995 


Coach: Frank Arok 


Sunday 30 April 1995 


a 
MELBOURNE 


WANIGHTS 


SYDNEY UNITED SOUTH MELBOURNE MELB. KNIGHTS 


Coach: Mirko Bazic 


winners of two elimination semi finals fe 1 — Zeljko Kalac 1 — Dean Anastasiadis 1 — Frank Juric 
‘a 2 — Robert Stanton 2 — Kevin Muscat 2 - Vinko Buljubasic 
; 3 —Velimir Kupresak 3 —- Gary Hasler 3 - Fausto De Amicis 
Sydney United 4 ~ Tony Popovic (C) 4 - Tansel Baser 4 - David Cervinski 
¥ } 5 — Mark Babic 5 ~ Mike Valkanis 5 - Steve Horvat 
South Melbourne 6 -Ljupco Naumovski 6 — Sasha Nikolic 6 — Andrew Marth (C) 
y 7 ~ Ivan Petkovic 7 —dJason Polak 7 — Mark Silic 
‘ /, 8 - Anite Moric 8 - Ivan Kelic 8 - 
i. % ite 9 - Tony Krslovic 9  - Paul Trimboli (C) 9 -— Mark Viduka 
' a 10 — Ante Milicic 11 — Con Boutsianis 10 - Lubo Lapsansky 
11 -— Eric Hristodoulou 12 -— Steve Tasios 11- Joe Spiteri 
12 — Mark Rudan 13 - Francis Awaritefe 12-— Kresimir Marusic 
13 — Mario Jerman 14 — Mike Petersen 13- Damian Vojtek 
PRELIMNARY FINAL 14 - David Zdrilic 15 - Con Anthopoulos 14- Danny Tiatto 
15 - Zeljko Babic 16 - Steve Panopoulos 15 - Zoran Markovski 
16 —- Manis Lamond 17 - Theo Mihaloglou 16- Ante Kovacevic 
Loser of major Semi Final 17 — Paul Bilokapic He - ee 17- Vlado Vanis 
ae 18 — Richard Plesa ‘ ; 18— Krusnoslav Razov 
Melbourne Knights ‘ 19 — Joe Vrkic 20 ~ Jim Latinopoulos 19 - Damian Graganovic.. 
. _ _ ; 20 - Domenic Usalj ee eet 20 — Ollie Pondeljak 
winner of Minor Semi Final i 21 — Chad Gibson peste 29 — Peter Schwellinger 


This Top Six Magazine was produced by RB Campbell Publishing & Marketing, 
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22 — John Perosh 
23 — Lou Trajcevski 


publishers of 
Inside Soccer, Falcons Soccer, Match Day & Marconi Football. 
FO OL OO OOOO a a apy 


23 — Bill Damianos 
24 — Giancarlo Lucchetta 


25 — Aleksander Kuzmanovic 


30 - Vilson Knezevic 
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The National Youth League Top Four series will be played 
under the following format; 


SOUTHERN DIVISION 
MATCHA 

Elimination Semi Final 

Morwell Falcons 1 (Vella) 

South Melbourne 1 (Harbis) 

*Replay 

South Melbourne 5 (Mihaloglou 4, Harbis) 
Morwell Falcons 0 


MATCH B 

Preliminary Semi Final 
Melbourne Knights 2 (Vojtek 2) 
Heidelberg United 1 (Alexiou) 


MATCH G 
Preliminary Final 
South Melbourne 1 
Heidelberg United 1 


MATCH D 

Divisional Grand Final 
Wednesday, 26 April 1995 
Melbourne Knights v Winner 'C' 


INTER DIVISIONAL PLAY OFF 
MATCH E 

Sunday, 30 April 1995 

Winner 'D' v Para Hills Knights 


NORTHERN DIVISION 

MATCH F 

Elimination Semi Final 

Parramatta Eagles 3 (Nielsen 2, Meilak) 

Qld Academy of Sport 2 (McDermott, Tollenweare) 


MATCH G 

Preliminary Semi Final 

Australian Institute of Sport 2 (Vallas, Foxe) 
Sydney United 1 (Babic) 


MATCH H 
Preliminary Final 
Parramatta Eagles 2 
Sydney United 3 


MATCH | 

Divisional Grand Final 

Sunday, 30 April 1995 

Australian Institute of Sport v Sydney United 


NATIONAL GRAND FINAL 
MATCH J 

Sunday, 7 May 1995 

NSL. Grand Final venue 

Winner 'E' v Winner 'T' 


National Youth League 1994/95 


TEAM SQUADS 


AUSTRALIAN 
INSTITUTE OF SPORT 
Trinity Allen 
Vaughan Hunter 
Gabriel Exposito 
Andrew McDermott 
Billy Gjakovski 
Hayden Foxe 
Peter Ritchie 
Michael Curcija 
Mijo Trupkovic 
10 Josip Simunic 

11 Stephen De 
Giovanniello 

12 Con Blatsis 

13 Zjelko Susa 

14 George Vallas 
15 Michael Garcia 
16 Lucas Neill 

17 llja Prenzoski 
18 Danny Milosveic 
19 Peter Buljan 

20 Ivan Zelic 

21 Barney Smith 


HBSOnNOaAhANM — 


HEIDELBERG UNITED 

1 Sam Frangos 
Theo Alexiou 
Steve losofidis 
Lee Tsoumerkas 
Les Anastasiou 
Eric Vasiliadis 
John Kolevris 

- Con Varsos 
George Peppas 

10 Michael Tyrilos 

11 Tony Polykandritis 

12 Ramzi Aback 

13 Sasha Nedeljkovic 

14 Steve Pouniotis 

15 Jim Parisis 

16 Jerry Cokkosis 

17 Andreew Viahos 

18 Sam Sprekos 

19 Robert Jursel 


Oona nh wn 


MELBOURNE 
KNIGHTS 

1 Adrian Cagalj 
Paul Morgan 
llija Dragicevic 
Mark Bacak 
Ante Kovacevic 
Damien Vojtek 
Paul Magdic 
Luc Stolica 
Branko Bacak 


OOnN AOD wh 


10 Krunoslav Razov 
11 Tom Gavran 

12 Joey Rajher 

13 Martin Raspudic 
14 Tom Luketic 

15 Nik Raguz 

16 Jason Vukadin 
17 Stephen Karlusic 
18 Wilson Knezevic 
19 Marco Di Savro 
20 John Jelincic 

21 Stephen Kasun 


SOUTH MELBOURNE 
1 Dean Anastasiadis 
Nathan Edwards 
Jim Latinopoulos 
Steve Mangos 
Dean Plitsiaris 
Tanseil Baser 
Sasha Nikolic 
Con Harbis 

Con Komilionis 
10 Andrew Hansalis 
11 Bill Damianos 

12 Theo Mihaloglou 
13 Con Georgantis 
14 George Tzirtis 

15 Alfonzo Opanzo 
16 Con Anthopoulos 
17 Bill Roubos 

18 Manuel Chotelis 
19 Menios Papas 
20 John Kantzidis 


WOON OO DWH 


SYDNEY UNITED 
22 John Perosh 
Tom Maric 
James Green 
Joe Vkric 
Michael! Sincek 
Louie Trajcevski 
Darko Zoric 
Mario Jermen 
Dominic Usalj 
10 Chad Gibson 
11 Zan Kukucka 
12 Jacob Burns 
23 Mark Saric 

14 Adrian Lara 

15 Scott Jeffers 

16 Chris Care 

17 Zeljko Babic 

18 Richard Plesa 
19 Marko Rudaan 
1 Zlatko Joeveski 


OMBON Aa bh OD 


P WD L F A Pts 
Adelaide City 17 8 3 O 45 12 27 
West Adelaide 117 2 2 39 16 23 
Para Hills Knights 116 2 3 39 34 20 
Woodville City 116 1 #4 27 18 19 
Croydon Kings 116 1 #4 34 28 19 
Elizabeth CiyRams 115 3 3 27 23 18 
SASI 115 3 3 27 23 18 
Plympton 113 4 4 2 33 13 
Adelaide Blue Eagles 11 3 1 7 26 30 10 
Noarlunga United 113 «t 7 115 30 10 
Olympians 112 1 8 2 53 7 
Enfield City Falcons* 11 1 2 8 9 36 1 


* deducted 4 points and lost Round 2 and 3 games 
3-0 for playing 5 overage players. 


PLAY-OFFS 

Elimination Final 

Woodville City 2 Croydon Kings 1 

Qualifying Final 

West Adelaide Sharks 2 Para Hills Knights 1 
Semi Finals 


the world 


SOUTH AUSTRALIAN NYL 


NORTHERN DIVISION 


Para Hills* 2 Woodville City 2 (* won on pens) 
West Adelaide* 1 Adelaide City 1 (won on pens) 
Preliminary Final 

Para Hills Knights 3 Adelaide City 0 

Grand Final 

Para Hills Knights 4 West Adelaide 2 


LEAGUE SUMMARY 


The National Youth League (South Australian 
division) has been conducted for the past four years. 

In that first season (1991/92) Adelaide City took out 
the title followed by NSL rivals West Adelaide in 
1992/93 and 1993/94. 

This season State League club Para Hills Knights 
took out the title defeating West Adelaide 4-3 in the 
Divisional Grand Final. 

As a result Para Hills Knights will travel to 
Melbourne to play the winner of the Southern 
Divisional Youth League in the penultimate match 
before the National Youth League Grand Final on 
Sunday, 7th May. 

Woodville City's Michael Odontiadis took out this 
season's Player of the Year competition by just one 
point. 


is an amazing place 
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MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 


ADELAIDE CITY 


1994 — and a Grand Final scoreline that the Melbourne Knights are not looking to repeat 


Knights out to 
end personal 
nightmare 


MELBOURNE KNIGHTS are 
regarded by many in Australian 
football as THE team of the '90s ~ 
despite the fact that they have yet to 
clinch that elusive Grand Final 
victory. 

Last year they looked every bit the 
runaway winners but after taking out 
the League Premiership they stumbled 
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at the final hurdle to a tight and 
competent Adelaide City which was 
boosted by a remarkable Damian 
Mori strike. 

The irony of that goal wasn't lost on 
many Knights supporters, the killer 
blow being dealt by one their former 
players who had been allowed to 
leave Somers Street. 


And once again this season they 
have taken out the League 
Premiership with top striker Mark | 
Viduka also claiming the leading 
goalscorer's tag for the second year in 
a row. 

After the major semi final first leg in 
Adelaide Knights coach Mirko Bazic 
thought that his side had done enough 


to win but instead came away with 
a 1-0 defeat. 

"We were the best side on the 
field," he side after his brilliant 
young team battered the City goal 
for most of the second half. 

"We will score three goals 
against them in Melbourne." _ 

But they didn't and once again 
the mighty Knights have fallen 
victim to Adelaide City, a team 
which is shaping up as their 
personal nightmare. 

But Bazic is a shrewd coach and 
he has all the time in the world 
now to plot the downfall of the 
pretenders to the throne in the 
minor semi final. 

"There isn't any doubt that the 
loss of Mark Viduka was a big 
blow to our chances," said a club 
insider. 

"But Mark will be back in time 
for the Grand Final — and we will 
be there, make no mistake about that. 

"This season we have been the best 
team in the competition — easily. 

"Our goal scoring record speaks for 
itself, but take away Viduka from any 
team and they would struggle." 

Viduka has really come of age this 


Lubo Lapsansky — aiming for the Grand Final 


season, a year in which he has been 
asked to do so much at international 
and club level. 

Now he also has a professional 
career overseas awaiting him on 
completion of the Australian domestic 
season. 

Already the rumours are out that 


CATCH ALL THE SOCCER 
ACTION THIS WEEK 


ON SBS 


Sunday, 30 April: 

10.30am Italian Soccer 
11.30am On The Ball 

7.30pm NSL Top Six Play-Offs 


Monday, 1 May: 
5.00pm Soccer On Monday 


Tuesday, 2 May: 
7.00pm World Sports featuring Italian Soccer 


Thursday, 4 May. 


7.00pm UEFA Cup (1st Leg) Highlights 


Saturday, 6 May: 
4.30pm World Soccer 


including the European Champions League 


Viduka has actually signed for 
German club, Borussia Dortmund 
- although the official 
announcement won't come until 
after the NSL Grand Final. 

That story is unconfirmed but it 
is almost certain that Viduka will 
create a new Australian overseas 
transfer record — currently sitting 
at the $600,000 that Borussia paid 
Sydney Olympic for Ned Zelic. 

With Knights already having 
knocked back $1 million from 
Malaysian club Selangor it may 
even be a record which will last for 
a long time to come. 


will bee in the Grand Final, and 
who will win. 

“We won't make any mistakes 
this time," he said before jetting 
out to Qatar with the Australian 
Youth side. 

"I think it will be a Melbourne 
Knights and Adelaide City Grand 
Final] — but this time we'll win." 

So far the brilliant young striker has 
got one part right — and now Adelaide 
City will wait to see if his other two 
prophecies come true. 
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And Viduka is confident of who 
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Vie Health 
Foundation 


The BIG 


Over the years there have been quite a few 
memorable tussles at club level in Australia and, 
although the National League wasn't kicked off until 
1977, there have been many exciting finals featuring 
teams from all states. 

In 1962 the Australia Cup was instituted as a 
national knockout tournament and although it was 
recognised as the unofficial championship of 
Australia it was cut short in 1968. The Australia Cup 
was a brilliant concept at a timer when other sports in 
this country restricted their competitions to one-city 
events. 

1972 saw NSW and Victoria playing a Top Eight 
tournament between the top four sides in each of 
their competitions - but this lasted only one year, with 
Marconi toppling fellow Sydney club St George in the 
big match. 

Since the introduction of the National Soccer 
League the championship has seen various different 
formats -~ first past the post, separate Top Four Cup, 
Top 4, Top 5 and now Top 6 when the winner of the 
Grand Final is hailed the champion club of Australia. — 

Listed below are all of those big final results, stored 
in the record books for posterity. 


AUSTRALIA CUP 


1962 Yugal 8 (Jelisavcic - 4, Sewarz - 2, Nicevic, 
Pacanin) 
St George 1 (Buchanan) 
1963 Slavia 0 
Melbourne Polonia 0 
Game repiayed; 
Slavia (VIC) 2 (3) (Palmer 3) 
Melbourne Polonia 2 (2) (Jurecki, Janczyk) 
after extra time 
Sunshine George Cross 3 (Campbell, 2 og) 
Apia 2 (Falconer, Jaros) 
1965 Sydney City 1 
Apial 
Game replayed after extra time played and 14 
penalties each side taken. 
Sydney City 2 (Reid Ninaus) 
Apia 1 (Wong) 
Apia 2 (Campana, Kerklaan) 
Sydney City 0 
Melbourne Hungaria 4 
(Abonyi 3, Stoffels) 
Apia 3 (Blue, Watkiss, o.g. 
ist Leg 
Sydney City 3 (Baartz - 2, H Rutherford) 
Melbourne Hakoah 0 
2nd Leg 
Sydney City 3 (W Rutherford, Baartz) 
Melbourne Hakoah 1 
Sydney City won 6-1 on aggregate 


INTER STATE CHAMPIONSHIP 
1972 Marconi 1 St George 0 


NATIONAL SOCCER LEAGUE 


1978 Sydney City 4 (Smith, Watson, Trenter, 
Campbell) 
Marconi 2 (Ollerton, Vieri) 

1979 istLeg 
Sydney City 1 (M Silva) 
Brisbane City 0 
2nd Leg 
Brisbane City 1 (Kelso) 
Sydney City 1 (Trenter) 
* Sydney City won 2-1 on aggregate 
Heidelberg 4 (Cole - 3, Paton) 
Sydney City 0 
St George 3 (Marton — 3) 
Sydney City 1 (Kosmina) 
ist Leg 
South Melbourne 2 (Egan) 
Sydney Olympic 1 (Koussas) 
2nd Leg 
Sydney Olympic 1 (Theodorakopoulos) 
South Melbourne 2 (Crino, Yzendoorn) 
* South Melbourne won 4-2 on aggregate 
ist Leg 
Sydney City 0 
Brunswick 1 (Incantalupo) 

2ndLeg 
Brunswick 1 (Incantalupo) 
Sydney City 0 
ist Leg 
Adelaide City 0 
Sydney Olympic 1 (Spyridakos) 
2nd leg 
Sydney Olympic 1 (Johnstone) 
Adelaide City 3 (Melta — pen, Villani, Maxwell) 
St George 4 
Apia 0 
Marconi 1 (2) (Calderan, Nastevski) 
Sydney United 1 (2)(Hunter, Lamond) 
Marconi won 5-4 in a penalty shoot out after 
extra time. 
Marconi 1 (Nastevski) 
Sydney Olympic 0 
Marconi 0 
Sydney Olympic 2 (Edwards, Ironside) 
South Melbourne 1 (Palatsides) 
Melbourne Knights 1 
South Melbourne won 5-4 in a penalty shoot 
out after extra time 
Adelaide City 0 

Melbourne Knights 0 
Adelaide won 4-2 in a penalty shoot out after 
extra time. 
Marconi 1 (Harper 52 pen) 
Adelaide City 0 
Adelaide City 1 (Mori) 
Melbourne Knights 0 
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Compared with Telecom's normal rates, Optus is always cheaper for international calls up to 15 minutes long. 


Phone overseas with Optus and youre bound to save. 


MCCANN UMADERO 


yr rere ner ACEO tc | (A 
* : == — = : eet : ’ f ’ 


OPTUS 


Austalian inslitute of Spast 


because the best medicine for sporting injuries is to prevent them happening in the first place. Approved Produc 


With the Trinomic Cushioning System for stability and shock absorbency, and an Aeroprene 

footsleeve for a secure, comfortable fit, XS Speed running shoes by Puma have been specifically fr 

designed to help prevent injury and maximise performance in running. XS Speed by Puma - Y Dna 
® 


COMPETITION 1 


WIN FOUR TICKETS 


FOR THE GRA 
FINAL NP 


Question: Name the former 

Adelaide City star NOW doing hij 
m\ Stuff at Morwel| Falcons oe 
> (Pictured below). 


pe 
mm = 


NSL Com, 
NSL Com 


COMPETITION 2 


WIN A Coca-Co} 
FOOTBALL ° 


SUPPORTERS 
PACK 


NSL Com 


Name the Scorer 

of the 
1993 Grand Final 
Penalty goal. 


1on 
10n 


SL Competit 


COMPETITION 3 


Support the Coca-Cola Socceroos 
WIN TWO FREE TICKETS TO SEE 
AUSTRALIA v GHANA 


Forecast the competing teams in this 
year's NSL Grand Final. 


r ‘a 


Prizes have been made available courtesy of the 
participating firms and the Australian Soccer 
Federation. 

In the event of more than one correct entry the 
winning entries will be drawn at random. 


SL Competition 
SL Competit 


N 
N 
N 


PAGE 24 NSL Top Six 


competition 4 


win a Coca-Cola 
Socceroo shirt 
In no more than thirty words name your 


favourite Aussie team player — and why. 
Don't forget to include your shirt size. 


995 TOP SIX 
SERIES 
NSL Competition | 


OFFICIAL ENTRY FORM 
Please do not copy this form — only originals 
will be accepted*. 


Name 


Address 


COMPETITION #1 


Answer: 


COMPETITION #2 


Answer: 
COMPETITION #3 


Answer: 


COMPETITION #4 


Answer: 


COMPETITION #5 


Answer: 


*Entry may only be made on the official 
coupon attached in this magazine except for 
entrants from South Australia who may enter 
on a photocopy or facsimile. 


Please send all completed entries to: 
Top Six Competition 

PO Box 869 

Queanbeyan 

NSW 2620 


L 
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The Australian Soccer Federation has appointed TV journalist and 
personality George Negus to head a 'soccer summit - the first forum 
into the game for many years. 

How would you like your views on the game aired? The Top Six 
Series Magazine has included this exclusive Survey to help you get 
your point across and all replies will be tabulated and presented at 


the summit. 


1, Should the NSL be played in; 
a) summer 

b) winter 

c) extended summer season 


2. Was this season's penalty shoot-out decider 
successful? 


a) Yes 
i h b) No 
e 3. Has the playing standard of the NSL; 
a) improved 
S b) stayed constant 
summit 


c) worsened 


4. Are the general facilities at your NSL club; 
a) adequate 

b) good 

c) excellent 

d) below standard 


State your club (optional): 


5. Do you travel to inter-city NSL matches; 
a) never 

b) rarely 

c) often 

d) always 


6. Do you consider the media coverage of 
football; 

Newspaper: 

a) not enough 

b) adequate 


a chance 
tohave fee 
YOUR Dasa 


SBS Television: 
a) not enough 
S Fe | b) adequate 

c) excellent 

Other Television: 

a) not enough 
b) adequate 
c) excellent 


7. Do you consider that this season's live second 
half coverage of the SBS Match of the Day is; 


please address all ieee ie aie 
entri es to; 8. Do you think that the general public image of 
Soccer Summit Eze 


a) unacceptable 


PO Box 869 Byes 
Queanbeyan [gee 


9. Do i eee y 
N SW 2 62 0 teas ae that the Australian international 


a) always play in Sydney 

b) always play in another centre 

C) vary their appearances around the country 
d) play most games in Sydney but others in 
various centres 


10. Do you think that the Australian national 
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teams have; 

a) an excellent public profile 

b) a good public profile 

c) an acceptable public profile 
d) an unacceptable public profile 


11. Would the NSL benefit if the game was fully 
professional; 

a) Yes 

b) No 


12. Should the NSL consist of: 

a) 10 teams 

b) 12 teams 

c) 14 teams 

d) as many teams who can compete successfully 


13. Should the NSL have teams from (please 
mark all selections); 
a) Sydney 

b) Melbourne 

c) Adelaide 

d) Perth 

e) Darwin 

f) Brisbane 

g) Canberra 

h) Newcastle 

i) Wollongong 

j) Tasmania 

k) New Zealand 


14, Should NSL clubs be allowed to compete in 
overseas Leagues; 

a) Yes 

b) No 


15. Are you interested in the State of Origin 
concept for football; 

a) Yes 

b) No 


16. Has the Stewart Report/Senate Enquiry 
affected your attitude towards the game; 

a) made it stronger 

b) made it lesser 

c) not altered it 


17. Do you consider that the administration of 
football in Australia has handled the Stewart 
Report/Senate Enquiry; 

a) satisfactorily 

b) not satisfactorily 


18. Are you confident that Australian football 
(soccer) is making desirable progress; 


a) Yes 

b) No 

Please attach any other personal comments which| 
you wish to be tabled at the summit. 

Are you; 

a) Male or female 


b) aged Under 21 / between 21 and 30 / over 30 
©) a lifelong football fan / a convert from other 


sports 
d) a football only’ fan / a general sports lover 


soccer On The Attack 


A fantastic 3 Volume skills video 
set by Franz van Balkom, 
former star player with crack 
Dutch club Roda JC and later 
World Cup coach of Iran 
plus the Indonesian and 
Hong Kong national sides. 


Available to Top Six 
Series readers in an 
exclusive offer at 
$14.95 per tape — 
inclusive of 

postage and 
handling. 


Volume 1: Dribbling 
Volume 2: Fast Footwork & Feinting 
Volume 3: Shooting & Heading 


COCO EEE TE SHES ES EES HEHE S HOH HSEH HEH HEEHH ESOL EEE HEHO OEE EH ESOC HE HOLE O Le 


Please rush me the following Soccer On The Attack videos; 


Volume 1: Dribbling @ $14.95 
> Volume 2: Fast Footwork & Feinting @ $14.95 |_| 
; Volume 3: Shooting & Heading @ $14.95 

; 1 enclose cheque payment" for the total sum of $ 


NAME 
: ADDRESS 


: *Please make payments to RB Campbell Marketing, PO Box 869, Queanbeyan, 
> NSW 2620 and allow 7 days for delivery. 


. 
e 
CY Ceeresneeeseoesseseeesceseceseeee 


ye 


